MINUTES FOR ARTHUR PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT
March 16, 2026

Present:  President Allen, Trustees Fritz, Stewart, Yeakel. Director Pruitt. Absent: Singer, Yoder

Meeting was called to order by President Allen at 6:01 p.m.

Minutes were approved on a motion by Fritz, second by Stewart.

Treasurer's report 
Adam reported that the new system using direct deposit is working. Treasurer's report was approved on a motion by Yeakel, second by Stewart.

Director's report - Kelsey Pruitt
1) Summer reading. Theme is "Plant a Seed, Read." Because of the popularity of the program last summer there will be two age divisions, 1st-3rd grades, and 4th-6th grades which will alternate on Wednesdays. So far the library has booked Scovill Zoo. Waiting to hear back from Douglas-Hart Nature Center and they will be working with the 4-H Extension again this year. Trudy will provide the storytime portion of the programs.
2) The board decided to pass on the offer of an antique table. Honored by the offer but feel it might not be safe or that it might get damaged. Thank you to Pat Cribbet for the offer.
3) Outdoor exhibit update. Kelsey reported that Rikki Weger and Mary Woolen, a museum board member will be in soon to discuss the decisions that need to be made. See the attachment for additional details. Also we will open a joint account for the project at the State Bank of Arthur once the Museum provides some additional information. Kelsey requested a check for $28,750 which represents the total amount of funds currently promised to the project and currently held in the library board account. That amount will be deposited into the joint account. Also a request will be made by letter to the John E. Timm Trust asking for $5,000 toward the project. 

The bills were approved on a motion by Stewart with a second by Fritz.

Committee reports
Cleaning is being done on Monday and Wednesday morning and Friday evenings by Jessica Suding Cleaning Services.

Old business
1) Workroom bids. Two bids were submitted. One from Broeren Russo, Champaign, for $44,900 which would include all aspects of the project - cabinets, plumbing, electrical, carpet. Timeline is 10 weeks for completion. The other bid was from Plank's Cabinet Shop for $28,265 which only included the cabinets and would tak 4 to 5 months. A motion was made by Stewart with a second by Yeakel to accept the bid from Broeren Russo because it covered all aspects of the project. 
2) Okaw Prairie contract. For complete lawn services throughout the year a bid of $3,774.99 was submitted. Voted to accept the bid on a motion by Yeakel, second by Stewart.

New business
Decided to go to Firefly Grill again. Will have the library board dinner on April 18 or 25.

Meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m. on a motion by Stewart, second by Fritz.

Respectfully submitted,



Martha K. Yeakel 

